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1 AtrrOMATIC MEfrnTTANCEPELlVERY SYSTEM 

2 This application is a contiiiuadon-in-pait of Application Ser. No. 5D6,S79 filed July 

3 2S» 1995 and assigned lo ihe same assignee. 

4 BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

5 Field or the Invention 

6 The present invention relates generally to a computerized disbursement system and 

7 method, and, more ^>ecificatly» to a compuierized system and method ibr automatic 

8 remittaoce delivery via one or moce delivery mechaiiisms, based upon pie-defmcd criteria 

9 stored in a database. 

10 Brier Description of Related Art 

1 ) Computerized financial data processing and accounting systems are wcU known in the 

12 art. TypicaDy, such systems pennit ihe user to efTectuate disbursemoits by e.g., printing 

13 checks and maldng payments via electronic fimds uansfets (EFT), monitor and balance banic 

14 accounts, and/or perform automated auditing and i»lliitg timctions. 

15 One prior art financial data processing system is disclosed in U.S. Pat. No. 5,121,945 



16 to Thompson et a1. The system disclosed in this patent automadcaily debits or credits 

i 7 multiple bank account records and accounts receivable records based customer payments. 

IS The ^stem prepares integrated documents including an invoice and a check using a laser 

19 printer. Isisimnce of the document is based upon database tables with infonmation including 

20 customer name and address, financial institution and account number, payee name and 

21 address, billing amount, accounts receivable accotmt number, etc. Such data may be Input - 

22 manually or from other databases. The document is sent to the oistomer being invoiced, 

23 who fills out various sccUons of the front portion of the check, signs it, and returns it to the 

24 invoicer for cashing. The system also permits payment by EFT rather than check, via e«g.. 

25 credit card, automated clearing house, automatic idler madiine, etc. Access to database 

26 information m^y be protected by requiring entry of a password and^or security code 

27 information. The system also generates xwcus accounting reports based upon the customer 

28 database information. 

29 Another such system is discbsed in U.S. Pat No. 4.385,285 to I iorst et al. The 

30 patem discloses a check dtspensiiig^stemfcr issuing checks ihmi a termiaaL The system 

3 1 inchides ao identiilcation card reader for identifying an account nuchber from which to draw 

32 funds for the check and a handwriting transducer from inputting identificalion data to 

33 determine whether the user is authorized to Issue checks frcmi the account number. The 

34 system also includes a keypad for inputting Hie desired amount of the check and bank data 
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1 system for evaluating (he current balance of the account and whether there are sufficient 

2 fttnds CO issue the check for the amount requested. The system evoluatcs whether the 

3 signature int)vided via the transducer matches with an authorized signature on fiJc and/or 

4 requests other authentication data, e.g., palm print, identiftcatton number, etc. If the system 

5 accepts the user^ request to issue ihc check, the user then is prompted to inpui a payee code 

6 number (o identify to whom the check h to be made payable. A printer prints the check. 

7 Another prior ait fmancial data processmg system Is provided by lotiut corporation's 

8 Quicken 5^ finandal mansgement computer program The Quicken program nacks 

9 user chcckingi savings, credit card, invesunent, and loan accounts. It also performs basic 

10 budgeting, fniuncia] planning, and audit rcpoit generating functions. It atso includes check 

1 1 disbursement (from pre-prinied check stock) and electronic bii ) paying functions* 

1 2 Yet another prior ait ftnancial data processing system Is provided by BoUomlino 

1 3 Technologies, Inc., the assignee of the subject application, by the company's LasercheckO 

14 computer program. The company^ Laserdseck® computer program comprises a standalone 

1 5 check wriung system which permits a user to produce a eomptcted check on bl ank paper 

1 6 using MICR infoimation. The compan/s Lasercheck®^ computer program also performs 

1 7 basic accoun ting report generating functions and security while eliminating typing or 

1 8 handwrttten checks. 

1 9 Unfortunately, none of the aforesaid prior art permils fully BUtomated paym^t 

20 disbursement according to U5er*predefined criteria, such as, disbursement financial account 

2 1 (e.g., bank or invesmient account number and type of account) and manner of payment (eg., 

22 whether disbursement is to be made by haid-copy Magnenc ink Character Recognizable 

23 (MICR) negotiable instrument or by EFT) for different types of disbucsements to be made 

24 (e.g.. payments to suppliers rebates, taxes, etc) and individual disbursement requests (e.g., 

25 induding such mfwmation as disbursement amount, intended payee, etc.). Additionally, 

26 none of the afbresaid prior an provides fiitly automated diagnostic means for n:K)Qitoring 

27 wliedter tlie syslent is functioning properly and for preventing improper disbursements irom 

28 taking place. 



29 Other examples of prior art fmancia) data processing systems and methods are 

30 disclosed in U.S PaL No. 5^83^29 to Anderson and U.S Pat. No. 5. 1 93,055 to Biovm. 

3 1 These systems atxl methods also suffer from the aforesaid and/or other disadvantages of the 

32 aforesaid prior art. 

33 Another aspect of payment disbursement is renutlflnce informstion delivery. 

34 Remittance information, as is understood in the art, is generally of the form of a list of items 
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1 for which the payee is receiving payment, and may includes item purchased (e^g^ serial 

2 number, name, SKU, etc.), date purchased, hemized amount, total anioiiiu, etc. 

3 For example, for transactions between enterprises^ fmancia) BDf (FEDI) Is the 

4 recommended solution for organizations wishing to pay other organizations (tyjNcaHy 

5 vendors) electronically. FEDI requires that the payor have specialized softvi'ane to create 

6 standardized electronic payment fonnats. Moreover, the vendor^s bank must be capable of 

7 transacting under the FEDI standard. However, according to the National Automated 

8 Clearing House Association (NACHA). only 1 5% of banks in the US are able or wIDIng u> 

9 receive and pass on FEDI information. Also, the vendor (payee) must translate the electronic 

1 0 invoice infvnnatton inchadcd with the payment and mop the infonnation into their accounts 

1 1 receivable system* Thus, significant roadblocks sdst for businesses wishing to reap (he 

1 2 benefits of pay mg electronically. 

13 Transactions among individual sufTcr similar drawbacks. For example, some payroll 

14 systems con produce elecut)nic payments for employees. Most other payment systems, for 

1 5 example, T&E, claims, trust, interested and dividend, stiD only create paper checks. Even if 

1 6 the paymeiu is made dectronicaUy , the payee is noti fied of the payment via a ^'deposit advice 

17 fomi'* -a piece of paper. This d^sit advice form sdll reqiuires handling* possibly postage, 

18 and distributbn. Mail delays and loss create confusion and dissatisfaction on the vendors 

19 side. 

20 SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

21 Accordingly, the present invcnUon to overcome these drawbacks of prior art 

22 remittance advice delivery by automatically coupling the payment data poition of payment 

23 infoRuacion (from a payor to a vendor) with the rcmitlanee statement data that is associated 

24 with the payment data to facilitate seemless recondliation of accounts receivable. 

25 In addition, the present inventions solves integration shortcomings of the prior ait by 

26 providing a system that accepts payment iafonnadon from a variety of applications (e.g, 

27 vendor payments, taxes, claims, payroll. T&E. commissions, imst. etc.). translates the data 
2S mto a single, unified data tile structure, and forwards the remittance data via a uscr^defmed 

29 pa}h» for example, email, fax, print, faiiemet, etc. 

30 Accordingly, the preferred embodimeat of the present invention provides a remittance 

31 deliveiy system comprising a file imcgraiion engine is provided for receiving payment data 

32 including remittance data in a one of a plurality of data formats and translating and 

33 fonnftatting the payment data into a single, pre-defined daui format in addition, a remittance 

34 gcneratmg engine is provided for receiving the pre-defmed data and for fofwacding 
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I remttiance data to at least one remittaace recipient 

I These and other features and advantages of the present lavcation will become 

3 apparent as the fbilowing Detmled Description proceeds and upon reference to the Diawmss 

4 vWierein like numcrah depict like parts, and in which: 

5 BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

6 Figure 1 is a block diagram of the functional components of one embodiment of the 

7 system of the present invention; 

S Figure 2 is a block Oow diagram of one embodiment of the process of the present 

9 invention; 

1 0 Figure 3 Is a block diagram of the functional components of the reminance advice 

I I delivery system of the present invention; and 

12 Figure4 is an exemplary data file foruseby the system of die present invention. 

1 3 It will be appreciated by those skilled in the art^ that althoagh the following Detiuled 



14 Description will proceed with reference being made to prefened embodhnenls, the present 

1 5 invention bt not intended to be limited to these embodhnents. For example, h shouM be 

16 understood 6rom the outset that although preferably the functional components of the 

1 7 preferred embodiments of the system of ih« preseni invention are embodied as one or more 

1 8 distributed computer program processes running m one or more conventional genera) 

1 9 purpose coroputeis (e.g., lDM»con^tible, Ai^le Macintosh, and/6r RISC microprocessor- 

20 based camputersX convcntkmal telecommunications (cg«, modem and/or ISDN means), and 

2 1 NflCR devices networiced together by conventional network hardware and ^Itware, other 

22 types of computers and network resources may be used without departing from the present 

23 Invention. Funbennore, it should be appreciated from die outset that one or more of the 

24 functional components may alternatively be constiueted out of custom, dedicated electronic 

25 hardware and/or software, with departing from the present invention. Thus, the present 

26 invention is intended to cover all such alternatives, modifications, and equivalenls as may be 

27 ittciuded wttlun the spirit and broad scope oF^e invention as deluicd only by the hereinafter 
2S sg;)pended claims. 

29 As used herein, payment xnformatiQn includes check data and remioance data. As 

30 shown in Figure 4, check data 86 is that deia processed according to the herein-described 

3 1 invention of Figure 1 and 2. Remittance data S4 is that data processed according to the 

32 invention described whh reference to Figure 3. 

33 DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS 

34 Turning to Figures 1-2, preferred embodiments of the system and process of the 
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1 present invention will now be described. Embodiment 1 0 comprises means 1 2 for rcceiYing 

2 miUvkiual disbursemenl requests from conventional user data entiy lYieans/bontrol means J 4 

3 and/or external application program imcr&ce/convenioa means 16. Data entiy means 14 

4 preferably comprises a conventiimai graphical user inter&ce running on a terminal screen 

5 and having a p lural ity of data fields for peimitting entry of the data making up an individual 

6 disbursement request Additionally^ means 1 4 permits user control of the system, and access 

7 to infonnation stored tn the system, in the manner that will be described more fully below. 
B Interiace^convcrslon means 16 preferably takes information to be inchided in individual 

9 disbursement request from other systems (e»s., other application programs, such as 

1 0 accou nttng or financial database systems) and converts that mformation into a format usable 
U by the system 10. As will be described more fldly bdow, means 16 also receives and 

12 converts inforrQation from other systems to be included m disbursement criteria to be stored 

13 In the database 20, 

14 PicfeiBbly, an individual disbursement request inchides mformation related to the 

15 type and/or name of payee, amount of disburEeinent, payee group, etc. The request may also 

16 include the desired negotiable Instrumem, however, as will be described more fiilly below, if 

17 this infonnation is not supplied and disbursement fay negotiable instrument is desired , the 

18 user may command the system 10 to automatically determine what the next sequential 

19 negotiable instrument nimiber should be» and to cause the negotiable instnonent gencmted by 

20 tl» system 10 to have that number* Alternatively, the n^otiable instrument genemted may 

21 have no number, 

22 Individual disbursement requests entered into the system 10 via the receiving means 

23 1 2 arc tficn tmnsmttted to the payment disbursemeat^ommand generator means 18. 

24 Generator means 1 8 automadcally generates an individual payment disbursement and 

25 commands for effectuating same based upon the individual disbursement request received by 

26 the receiving means 12 and usci<prcdefined disbursement criteria stored in the cktabase 

27 means 20. preferably, the generator means IS accomplishes this by automatically 

28 determining the type of the individual request by querying the database means 20 as to 

29 whether the payee name, type, and^or group data of the individual request received from 

30 receiving means 12 coxicsponds to disbursement criteria currently found in the database 20. 

3 1 If such correspondence is found to exist, die database means 20 transmits to the gtnemtor 

32 means 1 8 the disbursement criteria corresponding to the individual request The generator 1 S 

33 then uses the information transmitted from the database 20 and that fwm the individual 

34 request lo generate conuol sipals for pexmicting user preview of the disbursement by the 
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1 preview means 30 and ulUmately, efTectuatioD of the dbbursemenl by one or more 

2 eflectuattng mechanisms 32, as 

3 will be descn'bed mors fiiUy below. If such corrtspondcnce is not found to exist, the user 

4 nuy be prompted by the preview means 30 (which is described more fbUy below) Co supply 

5 the missing information (he information that would have been supplied by the 

6 disbtiisement criteria had it been stored in the daubase means 20), which is then used the 

7 generator 1 8 to generate tiie control signals. 

8 Disbursement criteria are stored in database means 20. As discnsscd briefly above, in 

9 system 1 0, this is accon^lished by entering the data for the criteria for each payee type (ue„ 

10 payee name and/or groitp) into the system 10 via the data entty meatts 14 and/or 

11 inter&ce^conversion means t6* This in&xmation is then transmitted io and stored in &o 

12 database means 20. preferably, database means 20 con^rises a conventianal SQL-type 

13 relational database in which dlsbursCTeni criteria are associated according to payee name, 

14 type, and/or group, preferably, the disbursement criteria for each payee type includes the ()pc 

15 and manner of disbursement desired (Le., whether disbursement is desired by EFT or printed 

16 negotiable instrument) and the type of account from which disbursement is desired (e.g., 

17 bank or credit card account). Additionally, the disbursement criteria may also inciude 

18 endorsement signature and/or maker logo daU for pennitting the generator means 18 to 

19 generate api>ropriate commands for automatically eflectnatiog dtsbareement of a Dutiable 

20 Instrument with a desired endorser's signature and graphic logo ab%ady printed onto the 

21 instrument. 

22 Disbursement commands generated by the generator means 1 S are transmitted to the 

23 user preview means 30, which preferably comprises a eonventional graphical user tnteiface 

24 display means on which is displayed the mfbnnatioo for cadi payment disbursement 

25 generated by the s^tem 10, prior to being effecmated by the system 1 0. preview means 30 

26 also includes conventional user input means for permitting the user to be able to make 

27 changes to the disbursements prior to their bdng effecniated by the system 10. Any change 
2S irude to a disbursement causes the generator means 30 to generate new disbursement 

29 command signals based tipon the changed disbursement information, which then displayed 

30 by preview means 30 to pemtit the user to preview the corrected disbursement, and to make 

3 1 further changes, if desired. 

32 Once the user Indicates to the system 1 0 (by e.g^ selecting an appropriate option on 

33 the preview means graphical interface) that the disbursement is acceptable, the system 10 

34 then effecttatcs the disbursement, preferably, in system 10, this is accomplished by 
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1 transmitiing the disbursement commands generated by the generator means 18 to Ihc 

2 disbursement effectuating means 32. EHecmating means 32 preferably comprises HFT 

3 efTectuating means .34 and negotiable instrument printing means 3 6 for cfroctnating EFT 

4 disbursements and/or printed negotiable instrumenl disbursements, as detenntncd by the 

5 disbursement criteria stored in the database means 20 (or supplied by the user via the preview 

6 means 30, in the manner discussed above) for each of the di sbunement types, preferably, 

7 EFT eCfectuating means 34 comprises conventional financial EDI and ACH means, and 

8 printing means 36 comprises one or more conventional NOCR laser printer means. Of 

9 course, the types of EFT protocols and negotiable instrument forms supported by the means 

10 34 and 36. respectively, are variable depending upon the particular needs of die user of the 

1 1 system 1 0 and the protocols supported by the tnstitutloas whose disbursement accounts are to 

12 . bedebited* Additionally, generator means 18 generates control signals appropriate for 

13 efTectuation of the disbursements usmg means 34 aid 36. After disburacment has been 

14 effectoated, the mformation used to generate the dtsfaurseraent is stored in database means 20 

1 5 for later retrieval auditing^ and/or use in reports generated by audit generadng means 26, in 

16 the manner thai will be described more lully below. 

17 System 10 also includes eneryption/dectyption means 22. Means 22 encrypts 

18 infonnailon stored in the database means 20 lo prevent access thereto by unaudiorised 

19 personnel. TFie infomiation stored hi the database 20 may be retrieved into a user^rcadable 

20 form (via e.&, the audit means 26) supply of a user-specifted or predetermined password 

21 string to the system 10 via the entry means 14« Lll^wise, entry of disbursement requests to . 

22 the system 1 0 may be prevented by preventing decryption of disbursement criteria stored in 

23 the database 20 by the rest of the system 1 0 unless the password is supplied to tlic system 10 

24 via Ihe entiy means 1 4 prior to entry of the disbursement requests. 

25 Data archive means 24 uses conventional daU compression techniques to compress 

26 and archive tnfrequemly used data stored in the storage means 20. This reduces die amoum 

27 of storage space dedicated to storage of in&equently used data, thereby increasing the amount 

28 of space available for storage of other, more irequently used data. 

29 Audit/report generating means 26 comprises conventional display and/or hard copy 

30 printing means (not separately shown) for generating disbursement and/or other financial 

3 1 reports based upon the lUsburscmem informatioD and criteria stored in the database 20. As 

32 noted above, unless an appropriate password is cntned to the system 1 0 via the user control 

33 means 1 4, the information stoned in the dfttabase means 20 remains encrypted, thereby 

34 preventing access to useful data by the audit generating means 26. Audit generating means 
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1 26 may also permit transmisuon to the institutions whose accounts arc to be debited coiirirms 

2 of (he (HsbuTsemenls whereby to pennit so-called "positive pay" capabilities. 

3 Pinulty, system 10 also comprises memhcring meaiis 28 for nionhoring the system 10 

4 to ensure that the system 10 is functtcming pn^ly and that no improper disbursements are 

5 made. If a fault condition is determined to exist anywhere in the system 10, the monitoring 

6 means 28 prevents the effectuating mechanisms 32 £rom eHectUBting disbursements, and 

7 indicates the failure condition to the user by conventional means. 

8 Wifh reference being made to Figure 2, one preferred embodiment 5 1 of ^e process 

9 of die present invention will now be described. Process 51 begins with the user inputting 

10 and^or updating disbursement criteria to the database means (as shown at block 52) via the 

1 i receiving means 1 2. These criteria are then stored by the database means (see b lock 54) and 

12 enciypied (see blodc 56} by the encryption means 22. An acceptable password is then 

13 entered to unable access to the information stored in the database. One or more disbunemcnt 
M requests are then inpot to the system 10 by the receiving means 12 (see block S8). The 

15 generator means 1 S uses the dtsbtusement reqaests and the criteria stored in the database to 

1 6 generate the payment disbursements and effectnating commands (see block 60), in the 

1 1 manner described previously. Function ing of the system 1 0 is monitored, and i f it is 

1 8 detemiined to be improper, disbuisement is aboited, and the user is notified of the failure 

1 9 condition (aee block 64). The user is then permitted to preview and change the 

20 disbursements by the prevtew means 30, if desired (see block 66). Assuming the 

21 disbursements are acceptable the effectuating commands am transmitted to the effectuadng 

22 mechanisms 32 (see block 68). The disbursemats are then effectuated by the mechanisms 

23 32 (see block 70). The disbursements are thea stored in the disbursement log (not shown) of 

24 the fhitabase means 20 (see block 72). 

25 Referring now to Figure 3, the remiiienec delivery ^tem 80 of the present iaventktn 

26 is depicted in functional block diagram form. As an overview, remittance delivery system 80 

27 of the present invention is designed to receive and interpret payment application data (c^. 
2S generated by ffnancial a^licattons (e.g., accoanting systems, A/P. P/R, T&E etc.)), reformat 

29 the 

30 dam Into an appropriate fcHinat, and forward dte remittance data portion thereof (e.g., snib 

3 1 infomnation portion) to a recipient in one or mine user predefined formats. Referring briefly 

32 to Figure 4, Payment Information 82 inchides check data 86 and the "stab portion" 84 

33 (remittance data) of the payment Check data 86 is processed in accordance wiQ) the above* 

34 defined principles* i.e., to effectuate and EFT and/or negotiable instrument payment via 
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\ disbursement effectuating mechanisrn 32. Remitunce delivery system 80 is designed to 

2 accept the remittance data S4 (i.e., mv<»ce data, message data, payee infoimation data, etc.) 

3 and provide ssnie to an intended recipient in one or more of a pLurality of pie-selected 

4 fonnats and/br delivery mechamsms. 

5 Accordingly, paymcai infonnatiOQ S2 is piovided to file iniegratlon engine 88 which 

6 translates and/or formats the data received (generated by accoiintmg systenii, A/P, P/R, T&E, 

7 etc.) into a single format for ftrther processing. To that cod, file integration engine B8 is 

8 preferably adapted with appropriate file lilterAeading mechaoisms to accommodate a variety 

9 of payment information data formats. Inaddidon^ modular updates may be added to file 

1 0 integration engine 8S to permit reading of nevf data fonnats* Once tlie data is in the 

1 1 ^ropriate formal, the dais is fed inta remittance generating engine 90 which is preferably 

1 2 adapted to auiomatically effectuate delivery of remittance infonnation in one or more pre- 

13 selected fbrmats to one or more intended recipients, as described below. 

14 Remittance generating CDgioe 90 receives preformatied data from file integration 

1 5 engine 8S and efTecmmes a remittance delivery to an intended recipient 92. A5 diown in 

1 6 Figure 3 , the remittance advice can be output to a recipient as an email (e^g.. ^4API , VIM, 

17 ccntiail, etc) 92A, fax (eg., COPIA, AIFP, FACSYS MAPI. eIcO 92B, hard c<^y print 92C 

1 8 and/or internet transmission via the Web 92D. To that end, remittance generating engine 90 

1 9 scans a data iidd (or iielfis) in the data to identify the recipient, e.g., by name, e-mail addn»s, 

20 GOiiq>any name, identification number, etc. This information is checked against remittance 

21 preference database 94, to ensure that the remittance will he forwarded to the proper 

22 recipient, and by the proper, prc-defioed method of delivery. If a proper match is found, the 

23 remittance data is forwarded, if not, an error is returned to the user of the system 80 

24 indicating same. To that end, the user can instnux theorem SO to print all error messages. 

25 or 10 recheck the data using a different data field* 

26 Advantageously. lemiitance preference database 94 can be updated both by a aser of 

27 system 80, and by any recipient (e.g. payee-vendor) wfao receives a remittance delivery; 

28 thereby petmitting a recipient to change the message delivery preference, e.g.. from email lo 

29 iax« etc., or diangc other data within the payroem data shown in Fig. 4. Thus, remittance 

30 preference database 94 can be appropriatdy adapted ^th networking hardware^ofhvafc to 

3 1 permit remote redpients access to the database. It should be noted that remitumce preference 

32 database 94 is preferably adapted with standard and/or proprietary password protection 

33 algorithms to ensure security. In addition to idemificau'on information, remittance preference 

34 daubase 94 also can associate message data, (Rcfenred format data, preferred delivery data. 
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1 etc. with the remittance dau. 

2 Modifications to the present invention are possible. Por exan^le. remittance 

3 geuerating engine 90 can be appropriately adapted to foiward an email remittance defivety as 

4 a rext fi)e» text attachment, or as a pre-s«iected Hie format (e.g., MS Woid« accounts 

5 receivable input data file. etc.). In addition, itmittance gcncniting engine 90 can be 

6 apprqpriately modified to automaticaljy compress (e^^ via ZIP algorithms, etc) aad/or 

7 password en^ypt any electronic transmiasiosL 

8 Moreover, the system 80 of the present invemiOD is intended lo pnmde remiitaace 

9 advice delivery to both enterprise recipients and individual recipients, and it should be noted 

10 thai the present invention can be appropriately configured as a network-based system to 

1 1 pennii» e.g., geographically remote data input (payment detail 82) and/or geographically 

12 remote remittance deliveiy. Also, the present invention permits all of the infommdon 

13 included in the payment Infomiation lo be processed io a single step. Thus, the check data 86 

1 4 and remittance data 84 can all be processed in one pass: via the system shown in Figure 1 and 

1 5 Figorc 3, respectively- 

16 It will be understood by those skilled in the art that file Integration engine, remittance 

17 generating engine and preference database 94 can be composed of off-the-sbelf and or 

1 8 proptietfiiy compmer bardwarc {»rocesses and/or components and modified to achieve tbe 

19 stated fiindtonali^. In addidcm, ft wHl be appreciated that aldiotigh not shown in the 

20 drawings, remittacce generating engine is appropriately ad^ted with hardware and/or 

21 software to pentiit forward of remittance dau via the mechanisms shown in reference number 

22 92 of Figure 3. 

23 Thus» it b evidem that there has been provided a remittance delivery system and 

24 method that fully satisfy the aims and objectives hereinbefore set fonh. It will be 

25 appreciated that although specific embodiments of the present invention have b^ presented, 

26 many modificadons, alternatives, and equivalents thereof may be made without departing 

27 from the spirit and scope of the invention. Accordingly, the present invention is intended to 

28 cover all such ahematives, modifications, and equivalents as may bo included within the 

29 Spirit and broad set^e of the invention as defined only by the hcrcmfler appended claims. 
SO 
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1 CLAIMS 

2 L A rcmitunce delivery systeni, comprising a file mtegration en^ue receiving pdyment 

3 infcrmaUon dau including renuttance data in a one of a plurality of data foimats and 

4 translating and formatling said remitiance dau into a single, pr^-defmed data format, and a 

5 rcnoittancc generating engine receiving said pre-defiDed dau and for fbr^'arding remliiance 

6 data lo at least one remittance recipient 

7 2» A system as claimed in dmm 1 , wherein said remittance data comprises Invoice data, 
S name data, company name data and sdentificatiDD number data and said remittance data being 

9 generated by one or more aceounting systems mcluding aeconnls payable, payroll and T&E 

1 0 data generating systems. 

113. A system as claimed in dairo 1 , wherein said remittance delivery data being 

1 2 fmwardcd as email message data to said recipient's email aeconnt, and wherein said email 

13 message data ftirther includes attachment data In a piedefmed formal containing satd 

14 rernittanee data. 

15 4, A system as claimed in claim 1 , wherein said remittance delivery data comprising a 

16 facsimile transmission being forwarded to said redptent^s fax number, and/or remittance 

1 7 printed data being forwarded to a recipient 

18 5. A system as claimed In claim I . wherein said remittance generating engine also being 

19 for compressing and enciypting said remittance ddivery dnta before said data Is forwarded to 

20 said recipient 

216. A system as claimed in ciaim 1, furtiier comprising a remittance preference database 

22 for storing infomiation pertaining to said recipient, and wherein each said recipient being 

23 pennitted access to said database to update and fox create recipient preference data, and 

24 wherein said remittance generating engine also being tar ciHnparing said remittance data to 

25 said database to determine tbe identity and preference of said recipient 



26 7. A method of providing automatic remittance advice delivery, comprising the steps of: 

27 fonnatting a plurality of differing remittance data into a predefined file data format; 
2$ determining a pre-selected delivery mechanism; 

29 generating remittance advice data based on pre-selected criteria; and 

30 forwarding said remittence data to one or more reeipiems using and pre-sclccted 

3 1 criteria and said pre-selected delivery mechanism. 

32 8. A method as claimed in claim 7, further comprising the steps of comparing said 

33 remittance odvicc data to a database lo match information contained with said remittance data 

34 with data on (he database, and compressing a encrypting said dectronic mail data before 
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1 fonvaxdmg to said recipient 

2 9, A method as claimed in claim 7» wherein said ranittance data includes one or more 

3 payment data being generated by one or more payment systems. 

4 10. A method as claimed in claim 8, wherein said database is for storing said pre-selected 

5 criteria and said pre-selected delivery mechanism and said database being accessible by the 

6 sender of said remittance data and said recipient of said remittance data. 
7 
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